
DRAMA AND PERFORMANCE COLLECTIONS 
     

Bradford Calderdale Kirklees Wakefield Leeds 
 

Other collections to consider [not listed here] are Church and School collections which often contain performance material. Also 
Petty Sessions and Local Authority records can hold information on Stage Play Licensing and plans of theatres 
 
Please note: this list is an overview of collections held by WYAS and it is not comprehensive– some offices may hold unlisted 
collections or related items within  other collections so please contact the relevant office if you cannot find what you are looking for 

    

WYB493 – Scripts for 
Plays mainly by Norah 
Todd [1940s-1970s] 

BCO – Barry Collins, 
Writer, of Halifax Papers 
[1972-1990] 

KC64 – Huddersfield 
Theatre Royal Album 
[1923-1924] 

C432 – Committee for 
Religious Drama in the 
Northern Province [1960-
1982] 

WYL2223 – Album of 
Theatrical Photographs 
and Postcards [1920s] 

WYB100 – Theatrical 
Records of Olive Leedham 
[1921-1963] 

MISC:277, 355, 524, 531, 
591, 717, 767, 815, 889, 
930, 959, 1023 and 
SOC:12 – Halifax 
Thespians Records [1927-
2003] 

KC408 – Huddersfield 
Dramatic Society Handbill 
for a ‘Bal Masque’ held by 
the Society [1854] 

C1209 – Ackworth 
Concert Society Records 
[1985-1999] 

WYL2191 – Theatre 
Programmes [1937-1939] 

39D97 – Mary Kilduff 
Prospectus for Drama 
Classes [1946] 

WYC:1113 – Brighouse 
Children’s Theatre 
Records [1940s-1980s] 

KC649 – Charles Vernon 
Sykes, Actor, Holmfirth, 
Typescripts of Plays and 
Musicals [1930s] 

WYW1378 – Kate Taylor 
Personal Papers Relating 
to the Gissing Trust and 
Wakefield Opera House 
Trust [1978-1999] 

WYL1109 - Linton Drama 
Club minute book, [1947-
1956] 

WYB187 – Windhill 
Memories Group 
Photographs, Displays 
and Collected Items 
[1877-200 

WYC: 1402 – Brighouse 
Players Posters [1933-
1934] 

B/DTR, KC1052 – 
Dewsbury Theatre Royal 
Records [1869-1932] 

C1321 – Mary McGowan 
of Knoweheid, Mill Hill 
Lane Pontefract Papers 
and theatre programmes 
[1950-1980] 

WYL2114 – City of Leeds 
Music and Civic Theatre 
Department Records 
[1967-1978] 

8D76 – Bradford Amateur 
Operatic and Dramatic 
Society Theatre 
Programmes [1916-1955] 

V:42-43 – Todmorden 
Videos including Youth 
Drama Festival at the Co-
operative Hall [1944] 

WYK1540 – Empire 
Theatre Dewsbury 
Programme [c1951] 

C1067 – Stanley Royd 
Hospital, Wakefield 
Pantomime Photographs 
[c1960] 

WYL512 – Empire Palace 
Theatre Leeds Fragment 
of Account [1899] 
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WYB439 – Photographs 
and papers Relating to Lily 
Hodgson including 
photographs of Lily 
Hodgson (born 1913) in 
theatrical costumes and 
Bowling St John's 
Amateurs programmes for 
Robinson Crusoe 1932 
and Aladdin 1933 [1929-
1936] 

V:44 – The Calder valley 
Pace Egg Play Video 
including a documentary 
on the history of the play 
[2004] 

WYK1540, B/HTR, KC64, 
KX454 – Huddersfield 
Theatre Royal Records 
[1901-1952] 

WYW1725 – Stephen C 
Venner Collection of 
Theatrical scrapbooks and 
Photographs [1894-1954] 

WYL1365 – Leeds and 
District Theatre and 
Concert Programmes as 
collected by Reginald 
Broomhead of Leeds and 
Harrogate [1918-1973] 

12D93 – Peter 
Holdsworth, Theatre Critic, 
Programmes and 
Documents [1900-1981] 

MISC:675 – F Belton of 
Halifax Correspondence 
regarding the letting of the 
Theatre [1859] 

WYK1287 – Huddersfield 
Thespians Records [1894-
2005] 

WYW1428 – Wakefield 
Little Theatre Programmes 
[1958-1960] 

WYL762 – Grand Theatre 
Leeds Records [1876-
1996] 

WYB427 – Bradford 
Theatre Programmes 
[1943-1993] 

MISC:8/130 – Halifax 
Palace Theatre Licenses 
[1959] 

CHB[KA221] – Kirklees 
Theatre Trust 
Correspondence [1980-
1992] 

WYW1432 – Wakefield 
Theatre Royal Deeds 
[1839-1883] 

WYL1663 – Leeds City 
Varieties Photographs of 
Music Hall Artistes [20th 
century] 

WYB487 – Posters of 
Bradford Events and 
Performances [1970s-
2000s] 

MISC:631 – Halifax 
Playhouse Records [20th 
century] 

KC285 – Oldfield Family 
Huddersfield Papers 
including Palace Theatre, 
Huddersfield, programmes 
[1955] 

C1071 - Wakefield 
Theatre Royal and Opera 
House Steering 
Committee Minutes and 
Papers [1981-1988] 

WYL1413 – Leeds City 
Varieties Souvenir 
Brochure [1977] 
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76D97 – Bradford and 
District Entertainers’ 
Association Records 
[1959-1985] 

WYC:1084 – Halifax 
Theatre  Concert Bill [Nov 
1814] 

WYK1210 – The Lloyd 
Mawson Pearson, Actor of 
Cleckheaton, Collection 
[1897-1997] 

C1003 - Wakefield 
Theatre Royal Records 
[1900-1912] 

WYL1198 – Leeds Empire 
Theatre Programme 
[1944] 

WYB512 – ‘The Mill – City 
of Dreams’ Theatre 
Performance at 
Drummond’s Mill, 
Programmes, Posters and 
Publicity [2001] 

MISC:385 – Halifax 
Theatres Record of 
Programmes [1896-1898] 

KC425 – Joe Carruthers, 
Photographer, Birkby, 
Black and White and 
Colour Photographic 
Portraits [whose clients 
included many London 
Theatre personalities] 
[c1960-1980] 

C1331 – Wakefield 
Theatre Trust 
Correspondence [1981-
1982] 

WYL1668 – Leeds grand 
Theatre Printed Script of 
‘The Sleeping Beauty’ by J 
Hickory Wood [1906] 

WYB84 – Alhambra 
Theatre Bradford Posters 
[1986-2000] 

GRE – James R Gregson, 
Dramatist, Journalist and 
Broadcaster of Brighouse 
Records [1912-1981] 

KC6 – Kidd Meller and 
Company Solicitors, 
Holmfirth, Client’s Records 
including Valley Picture 
Theatre Company Limited, 
Holmfirth, records [1920-
1929] 

C861 – Wakefield 
Museum Collected 
Documents includes plans 
regarding Grand Electric 
Theatre [1922] 

WYL762, WYL1915 – 
Leeds Grand Theatre 
[1876-c1990s] 

11D82, 42D91 – Alhambra 
Theatre Records [1826-
1974] 

MISC:418 – Local 
Authority Records 
including Halifax cinema 
and theatre plans [1931-
c1947] 

WYK1123 – Goodalls 
Pictures Limited, Cinema 
Proprietors , Cleckheaton 
Minutes [1912-1930] 

WYW1606 – Wakefield 
Theatre Letter Book 
[1903-c1909] 

WYL2277 – Theatre 
Publications [1939-1950] 
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65D91 – Bradford 
Alhambra Theatre 
programmes [1936] 

WYC:1059 – Ovenden 
Boys Brigade Pantomime 
Programmes [1959-1978] 

KC355 – Conway, Kremer 
and Company Solicitors, 
Leeds, Records including 
deeds for the site of 
Goodalls Pictures Ltd's 
cinema in Cleckheaton 
[1702-1953] 

WYW1584 – Edas 
Archaeological Archive 
Survey Empire theatre, 
Moorthorpe - survey 
sheets [2003] 

WYL1987 – Theatre and 
Concert Programmes 
Mostly Leeds [1915-1925] 

15D78 – Bradford and 
Halifax Theatre Company 
papers [1969-1971] 

WYC:1546 – Theatre 
Royal, Halifax Illustration 
[Early 20th Century] 

 WYW1539 – West Riding 
County Council Education 
Department Including file 
on county youth council 
international theatre 
months Catalogue of 
drama wardrobe [c1950 - 
c1974] 

WYL2063 – Programmes 
for Leeds Theatre Royal 
and City Varieties [1937-
1974] 

WYB350 – Bradford Area 
Theatre Programmes 
[1966-2000] 

MISC:426 – Victoria Hall 
Halifax Plans [Tracings] 
[1898] 

 WYW1549 – Pontefract 
Cinemas Records [1922-
1952] 

WYL425 – Personal 
papers of Mr John F Mann 
including programmes of 
Grand Theatre and Opera 
House [1960's] 
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55D85 – Bradford Area 
Documents including 
Theatre Posters with 
references to Sarah 
Bernhardt and Henry 
Irving [late 19th century] 

V:23 – Todmorden Video 
includes 'Salute the 
Soldier' and Pageant of 
English History, attended 
by Lady Mountbatten 
(16mm silent film, running 
time 20 minutes) [1944] 

 
 

C1011 – Pontefract 
Playhouse Cinema Papers 
[1950s] 

WYL1105 – Leeds City 
Varieties Programme [20th 
century] 

34D90 – Bradford Arts 
Festivals and Yorkshire 
Arts association papers of 
P W Harland [1966-1973] 

V:8-9 – Videos of Halifax 
Light Opera Society and 
Halifax Catholic Light 
Opera Society Comprising 
Light Opera Society's 75th 
anniversary production of 
'Showboat' and Catholic 
Light Opera Society's 
production of 'Guys and 
Dolls' [1982] 

 C1144 – Wakefield 
Festival Committee 
Papers includes 
correspondence, notes, 
sketches, photographs 
and press cuttings about 
the Wakefield Mystery 
Plays and in particular 
their performance on 28th 
and 29th June 1980 with 
visitors' book of audience; 
300 to 400 slides of 
performance [1970-1980] 
 
 
 
 

WYL2039 – Films of 
Jewish Life in Leeds 
including the Cinema Ball, 
[1936] 
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11D75 – Bradford Civic 
Theatre Scrapbooks 
[1919-1940] 

OC – Old Cock Yard, 
Halifax, Deeds and related 
Papers [In the mid-18th 
century, there was a 
theatre here and the 
Harmonic Society met at 
the inn] [1820-1965] 

 WYW1476 – Knottingley 
Palace Cinema Building 
Recording Archive [2002] 

WYL1933 – Empire 
Theatre Leeds [1906] 

20D97 – Bradford 
Metropolitan Council 
Design and Construction 
Services Photograph 
albums of refurbishment of 
Alhambra Theatre [1980s] 

V:14-15,18 – Video of 
Halifax Cine and Video 
Club [1983-1985] 

  WYL1898 [WYAS3812] – 
Archaeological Survey 
reports including one for 
the Grand Theatre, New 
Briggate, Leeds, [Jul 2005] 

56D92, 37D79 – Bradford 
Playhouse and Film 
Theatre Records 1935-
1985] 

SHA – Shaw Family of 
Stainland Family papers 
includes a photograph of 
Zulu dance displays at the 
Robinson Deep Mine, 
Johannesburg [1923] 

  WYL2041 – Photocopies 
of Photographs of Interiors 
of Plaza and Metro 
Goldwyn Cinemas, Leeds 
[1960-1964] 

26D78 – Bradford 
Playhouse Theatre 
programmes [1975-1978] 

   WYL160 – Dibb Lupton 
Solicitors Leeds, Deeds of 
former Regal Cinema 
Premises, Low Road, 
Hunslet [1742-1943] 
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64D91 – Bradford Prince’s 
Theatre Programme 
Photocopy [1924] 
 
 
 

   WYL507 – Leeds Council 
of Social service and 
Voluntary Action Leeds 
Records including City 
Slickers Youth Dance 
Project [1997] 

20D88 – Bradford Prince’s 
Theatre Programmes 
[1944] 

    

13D77 – Bradford St 
George’s Hall Subscription 
Concert Programmes 
[1866-1909] 

    

WYB427, 47D76, 26D95, 
22D84, 29D76 – Bradford 
Theatre Programmes 
[1865-1993] 

    

82D77 – Bradford Theatre 
Royal Leaflet [1911] 

    

15D84 – Bradford Theatre 
Royal Records [1921-
1966] 
 
 

    



DRAMA AND PERFORMANCE COLLECTIONS 
     

Bradford Calderdale Kirklees Wakefield Leeds 
 

Other collections to consider [not listed here] are Church and School collections which often contain performance material. Also 
Petty Sessions and Local Authority records can hold information on Stage Play Licensing and plans of theatres 
 
Please note: this list is an overview of collections held by WYAS and it is not comprehensive– some offices may hold unlisted 
collections or related items within  other collections so please contact the relevant office if you cannot find what you are looking for 

    

60D82 – Bradford 
Theatres Programmes in a 
Scrapbook [1876-1889] 

    

20D99 – Family papers 
and Theatrical Collections 
Relating to J Handby 
[1861-1986]  
 

    

36D93 – First World War 
News Cuttings With 
programme for The 
Bradford Amateur 
Thespian Society at the 
Theatre Royal, Bradford 
[1895] and theatre 
programme for 
performance at Bradford 
Technical College in aid of 
the Children's Hospital 
Convalescent Fund [1897] 
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39D90 – Mrs B Kershaw 
of Bradford Family Papers 
including theatre 
programmes for Alhambra 
Theatre, Bradford [1948-
1971[ and Prince's 
Theatre, Bradford [1948-
1961]; papers re Friends 
of the Bradford Prince's 
Theatre and news cuttings 
re its development [1961-
1980]  

    

WYB465 – Photographs of 
Alfresco Pavilion 
Frizinghall, the ‘Dandy 
Militaires’ Entertainers and 
Francis Laidler with ‘The 
Sunbeams’ [1910-1940s] 

    

WYB68 – Priestley Centre 
for the Arts Records 
[1910-2000] 

    

WYB294 – Theatre 
Programmes [1965-1983] 
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108D77 – William Moore 
of Bradford Letters and 
Family Papers including 
Theatre Programmes 
[1933-1970] 

    

WYB463, WYB314 – 
William Scrutton 
Scrapbooks [1883-1918] 

    

DB – Bradford Deed Box 
Collections including 
theatre posters relating to 
the whole of the north of 
England [c20th Century] 

    

11D77 – Bradford Theatre 
Programmes [1844-1922] 

    

WYB482 – Elaine 
Coventry Diaries includes 
details of theatre visits 
[1936-1948] 

    

WYB67 – F W White and 
Dorothy White, Church, 
Literary and Theatre 
papers [20th century] 
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12D74 – Horace Hird, 
Former Lord Mayor and 
Alderman of Bradford and 
Local Historian Papers 
including Bradford Theatre 
Royal posters [1919] 

    

WYB216 – Theatre 
Programmes [1987-2001] 

    

9D78 – Keighley Cross 
Hills Picture House 
Account Books for Takings 
[1935-1969] 

    

17D77 – Bradford Empire 
Super Cinema Programme 
[1919] 

    

46D84 – Carter Family, 
Worsted Manufacturers 
and Cinema Owners, 
Bradford, Scrapbook 
[1824-1930] 

    

 
 


