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This guide does not include church collections, some of which may hold congregational diaries or something similar. It also does 
not include Local Authority records where Lord Mayors diaries and similar records may be stored. It also does not include school/ 
nursery records which may also contain diaries of school activities 
 
Please note: this list is an overview of collections held by WYAS and it is not comprehensive– some offices may hold unlisted 
collections or related items within other collections so please contact the relevant office if you cannot find what you are looking for 

  
 

 

DB – Bradford Deeds 
Boxes includes the 
diaries of John Snowden 
a street artist [18th 
century] and the travel 
diaries of George 
Knowles of Shipley [late 
19th century] 

SH:7/ML – Lister Family 
of Shibden Hall Family 
and Estate Records 
includes the diaries of 
Anne Lister [1800-1840] 

KC592 – Clifford 
Stephenson Collection 
includes diaries [1885-
1897] 

C861 – Wakefield 
museum Collected 
Documents includes 
colliery diaries [1924, 
1947] 

WYL1986 – Joseph 
Switherbank, 
Confectioner of Hunslet 
printed diary extracts 
[1846-1847, 1864] 

48D82 – Abraham 
Shackleton of Keighley 
diary and day book, copy  
[1794-1795] 

RMP – Ramsden Family 
of Ovenden and Norfolk 
Family and Estate 
Papers includes diaries 
[19th century] 

DD/CA – William Carr of 
Gomersal House 
Antiquarian Papers 
includes diary and 
commonplace book 
[1856-1902] 

C607 – Fennel, White 
and Tolson Families of 
Wakefield Records 
includes diaries [19th-20th 
centiuries] 

WYL639 – Weston Hall 
Records [Dawson Family 
and Estate Papers] 
includes William 
Vavasour's diaries [1797-
1827] 

38D89 – Matthew 
Cranswick of Bedale 
Diary [1818-1852] 

MOO – Moore, Shepherd 
and Whitley Solicitors of 
Halifax includes diaries of 
Mallinson and Healey of 
Halifax, architects [1854-
1857] 

KC1056 – Dewsbury 
Library Collection 
includes diaries of Polly 
Taylor a retired 
headmistress [1951-
1963] 

C897 – James Hirst of 
Slaithwaite Papers 
includes diaries [1834-
1880] 

WYL22 – Records 
Transferred from Leeds 
Reference Library 
includes Thomas Lloyd 
Brown of Leeds, diaries, 
describing weather and 
current events [1872-
1885] 
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86D87 – Hannah 
Bainbridge journal of 
emigration to Australia, 
copy [1849-1850] 

MISC:509 – Papers of 
Joshua Horner of Halifax, 
an Artist includes diaries 
[1837-1842] 

KX367, WYK1247 – 
Clergyman Robert 
Meeke of Slaithwaite 
Diary, transcript [1689-
1704] 

C503 – Holmes’ Printing 
Works, Pontefract, 
Records includes 
Pontefract Borough 
Council diaries of Oliver 
Holmes [1912-1929] 

WYL115 – Gascoigne of 
Parlington Family and 
Estate Records includes 
Diaries and 
geneaological book [no 
date given] 

WYB112 – Bradford 
Historical and 
Antiquarian Society 
Records includes the 
diary of George W 
Harrison during the first 
world war [early 20th 
century] 

SHA – Shaw Family of 
Stainland, Textile 
Manufacturers Business 
and Family Records 
includes diaries of Hilda 
Shister covering travel 
and world affairs [1927-
1962] 

KC242 – Clergyman 
John Murgatroyd of 
Lingards Diaries and 
Notebooks [1768-1804] 

C893 – Reverend J 
Twamley, Vicar of 
Staincliffe, Records 
includes diary extracts 
[1833-1969] 

WYL2139 – A W 
Hainsworth and Sons 
Limited Records includes 
diaries [1874-1888]  

WYB342 – Miligan and 
Dewhirst Families of 
Bradford includes diaries 
[1856-1927] 

MISC:419 – Travel 
Journal unsigned 
describing journey, 
mainly by boat, through 
Holland, Germany and 
Belgium [1836] 

KX400 – Joseph Wood, 
Quaker Minister of Denby 
Diaries, copies [1773-
1820] 

WYW1533 – Francis 
Cruse Waide of Hessle 
Farm, Wragby, Diaries  
recording effects of corn 
laws, the introduction of 
the Penny Post and other 
events [1836-1873] 
 
 

WYL36 – Oates Family 
of Leeds Records 
includes diaries of 
Edward Oates of 
Meanwoodside [1841-
1864] 
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93D87 – H Speight diary 
and note book on 
Bradford Manor Roads 
[c1870] 

MISC:458 – Joseph 
Robinson of Cornholme, 
Engine Tenter Records 
includes diaries, copy 
[1904-1912] 

DD/TO – Tolson Family 
of Leeds and 
Huddersfield Woollen 
Manufacturers and 
Solicitors Papers 
includes diaries of the 
tours of Richard Tolson 
in Holland, Flanders and 
Germany [1779-1794] 

WYW1461 – Mrs John 
Francis Carr [nee 
Robinson] Diaries [1838] 

WYL463 – John 
Brearley, Cloth Friezer of 
Wakefield note book 
[1757-1762] 

23D83 – Mitchell Feather 
of Vale Mill diary, 
photocopy [1861-1871] 

PB/A-F – Phyllis Bentley 
of Skircoat and Warley, 
Author, Records includes 
diaries [1919-1977] 

B/JWW – J W Wilson 
and Son, Tinsmiths of 
Lockwood Records 
includes diaries [1800-
1920] 

C477 – Reverend G 
Sully, Methodist Minister 
Papers includes diaries 
[1932-1980] 

WYL98 – Reverend 
Henry Crooke, Vicar of 
Kippax and Curate of 
Hunslet, Diaries [1757-
1769] 

40D85 – Henry 
Fearnside of Bradford 
diary, photocopy [1862-
1863] 

WYC:1168 – William 
Barstow of Halifax, 
Solicitor, diary [1865] 

KC614 – Horton Family 
of Kirkheaton Records 
includes diary of George 
Horton to Morocco coast 
aboard the "Agadir" 
[1910] and diaries of 
Hazel Horton [1975-
2006] 
 

WYP/HA – Halifax 
Borough Police Records 
includes detective's 
diaries and weekly 
reports - memorabilia of 
M Vallinder [1968-1973] 

WYL76 – Kirkstall Forge 
Engineering limited 
Records includes 
draughtsman's diaries 
[1842-1965] 



DIARIES IN COLLECTIONS 

 

    

Bradford Calderdale Kirklees Wakefield Leeds 
 

This guide does not include church collections, some of which may hold congregational diaries or something similar. It also does 
not include Local Authority records where Lord Mayors diaries and similar records may be stored. It also does not include school/ 
nursery records which may also contain diaries of school activities 
 
Please note: this list is an overview of collections held by WYAS and it is not comprehensive– some offices may hold unlisted 
collections or related items within other collections so please contact the relevant office if you cannot find what you are looking for 

  
 

 

12D85 – J H Smith of 
Queensbury diary and 
notebook concerning 
work at Black Dyke Mill 
[1863-1963] 

FA – J Farrar 
Engineering Company 
Records includes diaries 
[1912-1968] 

KC197 – J Blackburn and 
Company Limited 
Woollen manufacturers 
of Batley Records 
includes diary including 
religious notes and 
observations [1872] 

C245 – Edward Simpson, 
Soap Manufacturer of 
Walton, Wakefield, Diary 
[1877] 

WYL871 – Records 
Relating to the Bilbrough, 
Town and Wright 
Families includes diaries 
[19th century] 

5D93 – Ashworth family 
of Clayton family diary 
[186-1891] 

FM – Francis 
Murtagtroyd and Sons of 
Shelf, Tanners, Records 
includes diaries [20th 
century] 

KC150 – John Stency 
Crossley of Huddersfield 
Papers includes diary 
extracts, mostly 
concerning Ramsden 
Street Independent 
Chapel, Huddersfield 
[1843-1902] 

C1126 – Lucy Smith and 
June Robinson Records 
includes diaries [1978-
1987] 

LX205 – Diaries of 
Thomas Harding and 
Colonel T Walter harding, 
copies [1800-1911] 

44D76 – Letts diary and 
almanac [1868-1887] 

WYC:1192 – Nutton 
Family of West Vale 
Diaries including 
information on family life, 
temperance and work 
matters [1872-1908] 

S/SMI – Shelley 
Mechanics Institute 
Records includes diary of 
Henry Berry, a member 
of the Institute [1864-
1888] 
 
 

Z143 – Henry Power, 
Doctor of New Hall, 
Elland Later Kirkgate, 
Wakefield, Memorandum 
Books, copies [1656-
1667] 

WYL91 – Thomas 
Townsend, Surveyor of 
Brighouse, Diaries [1794, 
1818] 
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11D85 – E R Hartley, 
Socialist Politician and 
Bradford Alderman 
Personal Papers includes 
diaries [1900-1915] 

MISC:553 – Dixon Lumb 
of Halifax and Canada  
Papers includes travel 
diaries [1873-1874] 

KC168 – Eli Exley, 
Millworker, member of 
Local Liberal Party and 
Bellringer of Kirkburton 
Diary includes record of 
local and national events, 
including local election 
results, trade conditions, 
the weather, sport, and 
feasts [1847-1893] 

Z81 – Sarah Gott of 
Clough House, 
Dewsbury, Travel 
Journal, copy [c19th 
century] 

WYL247 – Parkin Family 
of Dagmar Lodge, Leeds, 
records includes diaries 
[19th-20th centuries] 

93D85 – H Greenhough 
of Low Moor diary 
relating to his emigration 
to America, photocopy 
[1879-1927] 

WYC:1249 – Herman 
Van Dyk, Pianist, 
Conductor and 
Composer of Holland and 
Halifax Records includes 
diaries of both him and 
his wife [1901-1946]  

KX320 – Albert Field of 
Skelmanthorpe transcript 
of journal includes  
analysis of his religious 
state, family details, and 
comments on local, 
national, and 
international events 
[1852-1861] 
 
 
 
 

Z237 – Samuel Hirst 
Diaries, copies [1831-
1880] 

WYL1963 – Diaries of 
Thomas Brancker of 
Leeds [1823-1829] 
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85D91 – Mr and Mrs J 
Carney, Shopkeepers of 
Shelf  includes diaries 
[1880-1890] 

MISC:356 – Samuel 
Jackson of Todmorden 
Diaries, copies [1888-
1926] 

KC435 – W B Stocks, 
Railway Enthusiast of 
Huddersfield Records 
includes diaries [1943-
1946] 

Z130 – Isaac Briggs, Civil 
Engineer and Railway 
Contractor, Papers 
includes diary, copy [18th 
century] 

WYL94 – Diary of a Tour 
from Maidstone to 
Yorkshire [1826] 

WYB335 – Edith Dora 
usher of Shipley diaries  
of family events [1892-
1973] 

WYC:1233 – Henry 
Sagar Limited, Dyeworks 
Records includes diary 
[1894-c1903] 

KC753 – Hannah Briggs 
[nee Heaton] of Birstall 
Papers includes diaries 
[20th century] 

C986 – Overton 
Undertakers Papers 
includes diary [c1912-
1944] 

WYL2045 – Henry 
Bentley and Company 
Limited Records includes 
diaries [1923-1974] 

17D83 – Redmayne 
Family of Norwich and 
Bradford diary, transcript 
[20th century] 

WYC:1290 – John 
Barrowclough, Silk 
Spinner and Inventor 
Diary, copy [20th century] 

WYK1588 – Ward Family 
of Lindley Records 
includes a diary of Ada 
Louisa Ward as a school 
girl, aged 14 [Jan-Nov 
1885] 

WYW1573 – Gill Family 
of Sandal Papers 
includes diaries [1930s] 

WYL1194 – Leeds 
Diaries of an Unidentified 
Solicitor’s Clerk [1834-
1839] 

28D98 – Papers of 
Lieutenant Sergeant 
Edward Stanley Parkin of 
122nd Army Field 
Regiment of Royal 
Artillery diary from Jinsen 
Prisoner of War Camp in 
Korea [1942-1943] 

MISC:1017 – James 
Ratcliffe of Tinsell, 
Midgley, Wool Sorter 
Diary [1901-1913] 

WYK872 – St John 
Ambulance, Dearne 
Valley Division Records 
includes diaries [1967-
1991] 

C795 – Horace Edwin 
Holmes, MP for 
Hemsworth, Papers 
includes diaries for work 
in the mining industry, 
political work, personal 
diaries and special travel 
diaries [1915-1970] 

WYL672 – Reuben 
Gaunt, Manufacturer of 
Pudsey Diary [1841-
1854] 
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66D81 – Harry Smith of 
Bradford war diary, 
photocopy [20th century] 

WYC:1569 – Mary 
Elizabeth Field [nee 
Roche] of Halifax Papers 
includes diaries [1944-
1973]  

WYK1469 – Dorothy 
Turner of Huddersfield 
Records includes diaries 
[1929-2002] 

C312 – Canon George 
Ernest Savery Records 
includes diaries [1947-
1980] 

WYL1689 – 
Memorandum of a 
Business Trip to London 
and Paris by J Ellis of 
Armley [1845-1846] 

WYB447, 43D78 – 
Sidney Jackson of 
Eccleshill, former curator 
of Cartwright Hall 
Museum, nature diaries 
[1931-1970] 

WYC:1253 – Halifax 
‘Wheelers’ Cycling Club 
Tour Diaries [1912-1914] 

KX415 – Ralph Jebson, 
Weaver, of Huddersfield 
Diary [1879-1881] 

C693 – Private R C 
Newton of the 3rd 
Battalion, Grenadier 
Guards, First World War 
Diary [1918] 

WYL2250 – Charles 
Alfred Thorp Records 
includes diaries including  
entries about Queen 
Victoria opening Leeds 
Town Hall on the 7 Sep 
1858 and a comet 
(possibly  Donati) 20 Sep 
1858 [19th century] 

44D94 – James Wooler 
of Bradford journal of his 
crossing to Broken Hill, 
Australia [1907] 

HO – William Holt, 
Author, Artist and 
Traveller of Todmorden 
Records includes diaries 
[1919-1977] 

KC999 – William 
Mallinson and Sons, 
Builders and Quarry 
Owners of Lockwood and 
Crossland Moor, Records 
includes business diaries 
[1894-1904] 
 
 

C327 – Leeds Various 
Yearbooks[1927-1933] 

WYL1921 – The Leeds 
Club Records includes 
Club Diaries - office and 
functions [1984-1999] 
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87D81 – Mr King, 
Independent Labour 
Party member and Trade 
Unionist diaries [1907-
1909] 

MISC:771, MISC:1031 – 
Patricia Leaper [nee 
Walker] of Cleckheaton 
and Brighouse Diaries 
[1958-1999] 

KX276 – Lister Kaye 
Family of Denby Grange 
Records includes diaries 
[1883-1910] 

C1171 – Hill of Glory 
Lodge, Netherton, Diary 
[1934] 

WYL151 – Robert 
Campbell, Leeds 
Methodist Town 
Missioner Diary [1856-
1858] 

71D82 – Bradford 
Telegraph and Argus 
diaries of journalists’ 
appointments [1907, 
1942] 

 WYK1091 – George H 
Hirst and Company 
Limited, Woollen 
Manufacturers of Batley 
Records includes diaries 
for boiler house/engine 
tenters [1889-1896]  

WYW1589 – Albert 
William Parker, Colliery 
Engineer, Records 
includes technical diaries 
[20th century] 

WYL793 – West Riding 
of Yorkshire Rifle 
Volunteer Corps Records 
includes war diary [1915-
1918] 

36D98 – Miss Mary 
Farnish of Oak Villas, 
Allerton diaries, copies 
[1909-1935] 

 KX327 – Victor Hardy, 
Private, Rifle Brigade 
Records includes copy of 
his diary of his first 
weeks in the army [1915] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C1262 – E J Taylor, 
Wakefield Express, 
Newsroom and Photo 
Desk Diaries [1966-1987] 

WYL756 – Joshua Tetley 
and Sons Limited 
Records includes diaries 
regarding the brewing 
process [20th century] 
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15D90 – Clara Keighley 
of Bingley diary [1912] 

 KX390 – James Hirst, 
Weaver of Slaithwaite 
Records includes copy of 
diary which mainly 
records the weather and 
local disasters [20th 
century] 

C621 – Sydney Harbour, 
Normanton, Papers 
includes diaries covering 
travels, personal, political 
and topical matters, 
including the Communist 
Party, weather, astrology, 
transport and the 
environment; with railway 
timetables and travel 
memorabilia, descriptions 
and drawings [1938-
1984] 

WYL893 – Kitson Family, 
Barons Airedale, Papers 
include diaries of 
journeys in Russia, 
France, Switzerland, 
America and elsewhere 
[1868-1904] 

6D95 – The Bradford 
Volunteer Artillery 
documents includes 
copies of first world war 
diaries [early 2oth 
century] 

 KX472 – Private James 
Hobson First World War 
Papers includes copy 
extracts from his diary 
relating to his injury and 
hospitalisation [Apr-Nov 
1917] 
 
 
 

C1177 – Normanton 
Housing Officer’s Site 
and Visit Diaries [1970-
1974] 

WYL1786 – Wright 
Family of Leeds Papers 
includes diaries [1877-
1880] 
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70D84 – Private Fred 
Conquest of the 18th 
West Yorkshire Regiment 
first world war diaries, 
copies [1915-1916] 

 KC909, KC329 – 
Florence E Lockwood of 
Linthwaite Papers 
includes war diary [1918-
1920] 

 LC/SS3 – Thorpe Arch 
Grange School for Boys 
and Industrial School for 
Girls Records includes 
headmaster's diaries 
[1957-1971] 

67D89 – John H Taylor 
of the 6th West Yorkshire 
Regiment first world war 
diaries [1915-1916] 

 PSC – Peter Stead 
Records includes diaries 
[20th century] 

 WYL707 – Harry 
Rhodes, Colour Sergeant 
‘I’ Company West 
Yorkshire Regiment Boer 
War Diaries, copies 
[1900-1901] 

6D87 – Kenneth Preston, 
Teacher of Keighley 
Papers includes diaries 
[1941-1986] 

 WYK1265 – Catherine 
and Rebecca Thackray 
Papers includes diaries 
for Catherine [1994-
1997] and for Rebecca 
[1970s] 

 WYL714 – W B Burrell, 
War Diary, Leeds Rifles, 
copy [20th century] 

67D84 – J H Moore, 
King’s Own Light 
Infantry, war diary in 
France, copy [1917-
1918] 

 KC854 – Frank Bonser of 
Deighton Diaries mainly 
regarding local news, 
sport and weather [1977-
1991] 

 WYL739 – West 
Yorkshire Regiment, 8th 
Battalion [The Leeds 
Rifles] War Diary [20th 
century] 
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27D94 – Francis Hudson 
of Keighley, Musician, 
diary, copy [1924-1947] 

 WYK1207 – Mike Wood 
MP for Batley and 
Spenborough Records 
includes diaries [1996-
2004] 

 WYL1404 – Thomas Etty 
of the Ship George of 
Whitby, Journal in 
Russia, copy [1800-1801] 

55D98 – Bradford 
Conservative Association 
includes constituency 
diaries [1946-1969] 

   WYL712 – William 
Alchorne, Sergeant 2/2nd 
West Riding Field 
Ambulance War 
Memoirs, copy [1914-
1919] 

28D94 – Audrey Firth, 
Lord Mayor of Bradford , 
Personal Papers includes 
diaries [1960-1985] 

   WYL1585 – Matthew 
Bristow Wheelwright of 
Wortley, Leeds and Salt 
Lake City, USA, copy 
[1878-1887] 

WYB 158 – George Willis 
diaries includes accounts 
of dreams and spiritualist 
encounters [1929-1933] 

   LC – Leeds Town Hall 
Records includes 
booking Diaries [1979-
1982] 
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WYB482 – Elaine 
Coventry Denby, diaries 
of books read, jouneys 
and work as a 
singer[1936-1948]  

   WYL706 – John Espin 
Lance Corporal ‘B’ 
Company 8th Battalion 
West Yorkshire Regiment  
War Diary, copy [1915-
1916] 

53D86 – Irvine Lightowler 
of Bradford travel diaries 
[1941-1981] 

   LX57 – Private Edward 
Woffenden, C Company 
15th Battalion West 
Yorkshire Regiment  [the 
Leeds Pals] Diary, copy 
[1915-1916] 

8D81 – John Benson, 
Ophthalmist of Bradford 
Papers includes diaries 
[1945-1950] 

   WYL2072 – Diary of a 
‘Lance Jack’ Mark 
Wood’s First World War 
Diary [1915-1916] 

22D00 – Donald George 
Mallinson of Bradford 
Papers regarding the 
HMS Ark Royal including 
diaries [1936-1999] 

   WYL740 – Ernest Bent, 
Private, 2nd Battalion 
Coldstream Guards 
Transcript Extracts of 
War Diary [1918] 
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1D75 – John Braine 
Literary Manuscripts 
includes diaries [1950-
1953] 

   WYL1267 – William, 
Houghton of Leeds 
Diaries [1919-1982] 

7D76 – Bradford 
Greaves Street Day 
Nursery Records 
includes diaries and an 
account of its opening by 
J B Priestley [1946-1964 

   WYL1518 – George W 
Black, Ophthalmic 
Surgeon, Leeds Records 
includes diaries [20th 
century] 

    WYL1483 – W Brinkman, 
Builder and Contractor, 
Leeds Records  includes 
diaries [1932-1933] 

    WYL2028 – Fosters 
Department Store, 
Briggate, Leeds Records 
includes work diaries 
[mid 20th century] 

    WYL2229 – Seacroft 
Cadet Force records 
includes cadet diaries 
[1984] 
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